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Esther 113 257,17, 31-2,8:9,15 41,13-15

Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus (this was the Ahasuerus who reigned over one
hundred and twenty-seven provinces, from India to Ethiopia), in those days when King
Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan the citadel, that in the third
year of his reign he made a feast for all his officials and servants—the powers of Persia and
Media, the nobles, and the princes of the provinces being before him—

In Shushan the citadel there was a certain Jew whose name was Mordecai the son of Jair, the
son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite. Kish had been carried away from Jerusalem with
the captives who had been captured with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the
king of Babylon had carried away. And Mordecai had brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his
uncle’s daughter, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman was lovely and
beautiful. When her father and mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter.

The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she obtained grace and favor in his
sight more than all the virgins; so he set the royal crown upon her head and made her queen
instead of Vashti.

After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and
advanced him and set his seat above all the princes who were with him. And all the king’s
servants who were within the king’s gate bowed and paid homage to Haman, for so the king
had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai would not bow or pay homage.

Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered and dispersed among
the people in all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws are different from all other people’s,
and they do not keep the king’s laws. Therefore it is not fitting for the king to let them remain.
If it pleases the king, let a decree be written that they be destroyed, and | will pay ten thousand
talents of silver into the hands of those who do the work, to bring it into the king’s treasuries.”
The couriers went out, hastened by the king’s command; and the decree was proclaimed in
Shushan the citadel. So the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Shushan was
perplexed.

When Mordecai learned all that had happened, he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and
ashes, and went out into the midst of the city. He cried out with a loud and bitter cry.

And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: “Do not think in your heart that you will escape in
the king’s palace any more than all the other Jews. For if you remain completely silent at this
time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your
father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a
time as this?”

Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai:
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Call to Worship

In a world that often feels uncertain and unjust, we remember the story of
Esther, where God’s name was hidden, but His hand was unmistakably at
work.

We come in faith, trusting that even when we cannot see Him,
God is guiding, positioning, and preparing His people.

Like Esther, we may feel small or unqualified, but we are reminded that we
are plated here: in this moment, in this season, for such a time as this.
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We worship the God who raises up the humble,
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and who calls us to stand with courage.
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