Matthew 412-23

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He
left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled:

“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,

on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
the people who sat in darkness

have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death

light has dawned.”

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers.
And he said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of people.”
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw
two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with
their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they
left the boat and their father and followed him.

Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the
people.”
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Friends of God, today Jesus calls to each of us: “Come! Follow me!”

The kingdom of heaven has come near.
‘,SQrff'];e,'_;.ay, “But we are walking in darkness.”
0 In Christ, we have seen God’s light.
The kingdom of heaven has come near.
Some say, “But divisions tear us apart.”
In Christ we are united in mind and purpose.

The kingdom of heaven has come near.

"Fri‘eh'_q_s‘?of Gad; today we gather to worship God and to follow Jesus.

The kingdom of heaven has come near.
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